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Vico-MINISTER 
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SrCTION  (Signature) 


In  an  interview  «t  the  appointment  of  th-*  Minister 


till  5.1i. m.  on  the  3Cth  of  October 
At  his  official  residence 


I  h®ve  ordered  th  t  liaipon  should  bo  established  with  the 
Judicial  authorities  regarding  the  affair  of  Mr.  Sorge  and 
Mr.  Kr«uznn,  about  which  you  sooke  last  tine. 


I  order  d  that  the  measures  with  regard  to  the  United 
States  should  be  investigated,  but  I  (Minister)  h^'a  been  to© 
busy  to  hear  the  results.  However,  I  hope  to  give  you  an 
answer  »s  soon  as  oossible. 


Uith  re  yard  to  the  extension  of  th-1  tern  of  the  Anti-Comintern 
P«ct,  I  have  already  obtained  the  agreement  of  the  parties 
concerned  on  the  opening  of  negotiations  on  the  extension  of 
the  term  of  the  Fact,  but  I  want  to  investigate  the  bearing 
of  article  5  of  the  Tri-Partite  Treptj  on  a  possible  abolition 
of  the  Secret  Pact  attached  to  the  Anti-Ccmintern  Pact.  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  tell  me  Germany's  view  or 
your  ooinion  on  this  occasion. 


In  my  opinion  I  believe  th^t  the  Anti-Comintern  Pact  is  not 
effected  at  all  by  the  Tri-F"rtite  Treaty. 


I  should  like  to  talk  with  you  on  this  problem  at  a.  later 
opportunity. 


V 
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I  should,  like  to  hear  on  this  opportunity  how  you  anticipate 
tho  European  War  will  proceed  this  winter  and  how  It  will  develop 
In  the  coming  spring. 


OTTs 


I  *m  unable  to  obtain  any  personal  knowledge  of  Germany's 
military  plans,  but  I  shouJd  like  to  state  my  Personal  view 
and  wlrt.  I  told  in  pert  to  the  former  Minister  TOY ORA  before 
as  I  was  Instructed  to. 

Germany's  plan  when  It  launched  a  major  attack  upon 
TIMOSHENKO* s  Army,  was  to  destroy  the  gre-’ter  pTt  of  the 
Russian  Army  before  the  arrival  of  tho  season  which  would 
Increase  difficulties  in  military  activi“ie&.  tlrt  is  to 
spy,  Germany's  expectation  was  that  it  could  withdraw  its 
main  body  to  srediepooe  it  elsewhere  and  leave  a  p’rt  of  its 
Army  ^ni  continue  mopping  up  the  remnant  of  the  Soviet 
Army  with  a  comparatively  small  force. 

In  connection,  with  the  ?bove-mentionod  Gerraar  opinion, 
Germany  proposed  to  tho  Imperial  Government  th-,t  it  should 
decide  upon  a  war  against  Soviet  Russia.  The  present  military 
situation  confirms  that  the  said  opinion  was  right.  There 
seem  to  be  some  difficulties  rt  present  in  reaching  Moscow, 
but,  I  think,  as  your  Excellency,  tho  Minister,  well  knows, 
thpt  the  present  weather  is  causing  them.  Before  the  next 
cold  season,  the  advances  of  the  German  Army  will  m^ke 
progress  *nd  Moscow  will  fall  or  be  surrounded  during  this 
year. 

On  the  southern  front  there  "re  comparatively  few.  diffi¬ 
culties  for  winter  fighting  so  military  actions  will  be 
pushed  on  Rgainst  the  Caucasus.  It  is  of  course  impossible 
for  me,  the  Ambassador,  to  knew  in  wh»t  «rea  thp  Gorman, 
main  body  will  be  used  in  the  future,  but  there  is  a  rreat 
possibility  th’t  attacks  will  be  opened  upon  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Sea  and  3u*t.  The  Italian  Army  i»  now  comparatively 
inactive.  But  it  will  play  a  vory  active  part  in  future 
battles  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  while  the  German  sir  forces 
will  join  in  this  operation  from  island  beses.  In  connection 
with  this,  the  Turkish  prjblem  is  important.  But  according 
to  my  (Ambassador* e)  personal  opinion  as  Turkey  will  remain 
neutral  as  long  as  possible,  to  tha  benefit  of  Germany,  nc 
harm  will  come  to  German:'. 

I,  the  Ambassador,  can't  say  whether  a  landing  operation 
on  the  mainland  of  Great  Britain  is  now  being  olonned  or  not, 
but  the  war  in  the  «ir  and  the  blockade  will  be  steeped  up, 
utilizing  the  major  air  force  evacuated  from  the  eastern 
front. 
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The  war- time  economic  situation  of  Germany  1*  likely  to 
be  inqproved  on  Account  of  the  raw  materiel*  obtained  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  of  couroe,  it  will  require  aome  time  before  the 
•ail  material  can  be  utilised,  but  Germany  will  complete  the 
■oppinff-up  cf  European  Russia  as  soon  as  possible.  In  short, 
Germany  will  be  able  within  this  ye«*r  to  redispose  elsewhere 
its  main  body  which  it  is  now  using  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

Xt  will  be  probably  towards  the  Mediterranean  Sea  that  the 
Germany  Army  will  advance  in  the  future. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  worth  notice  that  the  Soviet 
Union  la  transferring  aeroplnnes  from  the  east  to  replaos 
the  ones  lost  in  the  west.  Only  1600  planes  are  now  left, 
as  X  have  he  rd,  out  of  the  2500  planes  which  it  had  in  the 
east,  and  there  are  indications  that  1000  planes  out  of  the 
remaining  ones  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  west  —  a  circumstance, 
which  reminds  me  of  the  instructions  I  received  before  from 
my  Government  to  the  effect  that  Japan's  firm  attitude  toward 
the  Soviet  Union  (especially  on  the  Soviet-Menchcivfcso  border) 
would,  Indeed,  Improve  the  whole  situation.  ..... 

Hlalator- 

X  (the  Minister)  know,  too,  that  a  certain  Amount  of 
military  power  was  transferred  from  the  Par  East  to  European 
Russia  and  that  it  will  also  be  removed  in  the  future.  With 
regard  to  the  Sovlet-Manchoukut  and  the  Manchoukuo-Outer- 
Mongolia  frontiers,  our  Kwontung  Army  i«  assuming  a  firm 
attitude;!  desire  you  to  bear  this  point  in  mind.  I  have 
something  more  to  nsk  you*  -  in  CAse  tho  Gorman  Army  advances 
in  the  future  towards  the  ModiterrAnean  Sea  and  Sues,  how 
will  the  operations  against  IRAN  and  IRAQ  proceed?  And  if 
the  German  Army  were  to  advance  into  IRAQ,  is  it  advantageous 
to  Germany  or  not  to  make  Turkey  remain  neutral? 

I  should  like  to  ask  your  opinion  concerning  whether  or 
not  it  will  be  possible  to  cause  Great  Britain  to  surrendor 
by  blockade  without  carrying  out  a  landing  in  England  and 
concerning  when  this  will  occur  in  case  it  is  possible  to 
cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender? 

OTT: 

It  is  difficult  from  a  strageticnl  standpoint  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  Mediterranean  Sea  Operation  will  be  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  IBAH  and  IRAQ  Operations;  the  German- 
advances  into  the  CRIMEA  Peninsula  are  preliminary  to  the 
Soutb-CAUCASUS  Operation.  Now,  in  case  tho  East  Mediterranean 
Sea  Operation  is  commenced,  operational  nctionp,  I  believe 
is  likely  to  proceed  not  only  from  Africa  but  also  from  every 
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iirootion  possible  to  Gormnpy. 

It  is  a  very  diff i®Ult ^ iock.nde , 

•  possible  to  couse  Great  ?r itain  t  .  ^mg  it  difficult 

but  the  blockade  of  Great  Brl  a  objective  is  likely 

for  transport  ships  to  ^rive  ani  this  .objae^.  ^  ^ 

to  be  accompliehod  in  a  twofold^V^y^  ^  Brltalnf 

preventing  j*  °JB  u>  h.rb0rs  the  waloaVn*  £ 

especially  thp4r*J  n  °«iE*  th~0ugh  the  blockade,  the 
which  have  arrived  paaeing  lv  British 

British  bottoms  will  become  unable  to  suo  .iy  tn  . 

requirements  during  this  yoox-  •  .  •  v  .+*<»* 

%'  t.  ..id  thpt  ik.  Ar.mlwt  th.  Brltl.h  £«»&»». 

It  may  be  ania -Vr.  .  ttw3kB  up0n  tho  other  parts 

...  in  my  opinion,  couol*  Tf  German  attacks 

\f  tBo'Brlti.h  Swlr.,  “lU  *"’*  “£5j?-  oSdhe  offoel 
on  tho  Hoiit»rrM.6«u  S»  °“™r’«lll  teenh»nded  tut 

of  tho  tl.ok.do  of  «r..t  ®!U"“.^T'n  o;L.r  p.it.  of  tho 
also  similar  damage  will  be  Jn  tho  ynr  East,  and 

British  Bmplro,  for  instance,  h<  r  successful, 

the  v-r  with  Greet  Britnip.  as  a  whole,  will  be  no  e 

MlnUtet1 

four  fecUoucjr.  tho  M*"*"'* f 
of  tho  Buropo.n  »-r  1.  Tory  ‘“‘^"““^iorltio.  tut  I 

-  .tout  S  future  of 

the  war  situation.; 

•  .  .  tb«  aa^e  time-  stated  th>t  in  some 

OTT  promised  to  do  so  and  a  JJ  Brl'tlBh  Army  would  land  on 
quarters  it  was  rumored  th  ridiculous, 

the  Gontinent  of  Europe,  but  th*t  this  was 

Quite  true . 


Thus  this  interview  came  to  a  close. 
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The  wnr-tirae  economic  situation  of  Germany  la  likely  to 
be  improved  on  account  of  the  raw  matnrlale  obtained  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  of  couree,  it  will  require  tone  time  before  the 
aaid  material  can  be  utilised,  but  Germany  will  complete  the 
mopping-up  of  European  Russia  as  soon  as  possible.  In  short, 
Germany  will  bo  able  within  this  year  to  redispose  elsewhere 
its  main  body  which  it  is  now  using  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

It  will  be  probably  towards  the  Mediterranean  Sea  that  the 
Germany  Army  will  advance  in  the  future. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  worth  notice  that  the  Soviet 
Union  la  transferring  aeroplanes  from  the  east  to  replace 
the  ones  lost  in  the  west.  Only  1600  planes  are  now  left, 
as  I  have  herd,  out  of  the  2600  planes  which  it  had  in  the 
east,  and  there  are  indications  that  1000  planes  out  of  the 
remaining  ones  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  west  —  a  circumstance, 
which  reminds  me  of  the  instructions  I  received  before  from 
qy  Governing!  to  the  effect  that  Japan's  firm  attitude  toward 
the  Soviet  Union  (especially  on  the  Sovlat-Menobuwkwo  border) 
would,  indeed,  Improve  the  whole  situation.  .  .  .  •  . 

Hlalitw* 

I  (the  Minister)  know,  too,  th*\t  a  certain  amount  of 
military  power  was  transferred  from  the  Par  East  to  European 
Russia  and  th**t  it  will  also  be  removed  in  the  future .  With 
regard  to  the  Soviet-Manchoukue  and  the  Mane houkuo- Out er- 
Mongolla  frontiers,  our  Kwontung  Army  is  assuming  a  firm 
attitude; I  desire  you  to  benr  this  point  in  mind.  I  have 
something  more  to  ask  you*  -  in  case  tho  Gorman  Army  advances 
in  the  future  towards  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  Sues,  how 
will  the  operations  against  IRAN  and  IRAQ  proceed?  And  if 
the  German  Army  vere  to  advance  into  IRAQ,  is  it  advantageous 
to  Germany  or  not  to  make  Turkey  remain  neutral? 

I  should  like  to  ask  your  opinion  concerning  whether  or 
not  it  will  be  possible  to  cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender 
by  blockade  without  carrying  out  a  lending  in  England  and 
concerning  when  this  will  occur  in  case  it  ie  possible  to 
cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender? 

OTT: 

It  is  difficult  from  a  stregetical  standpoint  to  say 
whether  or  not  the  Mediterranean  Sea  Operation  will  be  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  IRAN  and  IRAQ  Operations;  the  German- 
advances  into  the  CRIMEA  Peninsula  are  preliminary  to  the 
South-CAUCASUS  Operation.  Ns w,  in  case  the  East  Mediterranean 
Sea  Operation  le  commenced,  operational  action?,  I  believe 
is  likely  to  proceed  not  only  from  Africa  but  also  from  every 
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The  wnr-time  economic  situation  of  Germway  is  likely  to 
be  improved  on  Account  of  the  raw  materiel*  obtained  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  of  course,  it  will  require  tone  time  before  the 
eail  material  can  be  utilised,  but  Germany  will  complete  the 
mopping-up  cf  European  Rueeia  ae  eoon  a#  poeeible.  In  short, 
Germany  will  be  able  within  thie  year  to  rediepoae  elsewhere 
lta  main  body  which  it  la  now  using  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

It  will  be  probably  toward*  the  Mediterranean  Sea  that  the 
Germany  Army  will  advance  in  the  future. 

In  this  connection,  it  ia  worth  notice  that  the  Soviet 
Union  ia  transferring  aeroplanes  from  the  east  to  replace 
the  one*  lost  in  the  vest*  Only  1500  plane*  are  now  left, 
as  I  have  herd,  out  of  the  2500  plane*  which  it  had  in  the 
east,  and  there  are  indications  that  1000  planes  out  of  the 
remaining  one*  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  west  —  a  circumstance, 
which  reminds  me  of  the  instructions  I  received  before  from 
my  Government  to  the  offset  that  Japan's  firm  attitude  toward 
the  Soviet  Union  (especially  on  the  Soviet-Manctoskao  border) 
would,  indeed,  improve  the  whole  situation.  .  •  .  •  • 

Minister: 

I  (the  Minister)  know,  too,  th".t  a  certain  amount  of 
military  power  was  transferred  from  the  Par  East  to  Hiropean 
Russia  and  th»t  it  will  also  be  removed  in  the  future.  With 
regard  to  the  Soviet-Manchoukue  and  the  Manchoukuo-Outer- 
Mongolia  frontiers,  our  Kwantung  Army  is  assuming  a  firm 
attitude;!  desire  you  to  bear  this  point  in  mind.  I  have 
something  more  to  ask  you*  -  in  case  tho  Gorman  Army  advances 
in  the  future  towards  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  Sues,  how 
will  the  o  perations  against  IRAN  and  IRAQ,  proceed?  And  if 
the  German  Army  were  to  advance  into  IRAQ,  is  it  advantageous 
to  Germany  or  not  to  make  Turkey  remain  neutral? 

I  should  like  to  ask  your  opinion  concerning  whether  or 
not  it  will  be  possible  to  cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender 
by  blockade  without  carrying  out  a  landing  in  England  and 
concerning  when  this  will  oocur  in  case  it  is  possible  to 
cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender? 


OTTr 

It  is  difficult  from  a  stragetical  standpoint  to  say 
whother  or  not  the  Mediterranean  Sea  Operation  will  be  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  IRAN  and  IRAQ  Operations;  the  German- 
advances  into  the  CRIMEA  Peninsula  are  preliminary  to  the 
South-CAUCASUS  Operation.  Now,  in  case  tho  East  Mediterranean 
Sea  Operation  is  commenced,  operational  nctionp,  I  believe 
is  likely  to  proceed  not  only  from  Africa  but  also  from  every 
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direction  possible  to  Gormnpy.  '  •  • 

It  is  a  very  difficult  quest  lor  torniiwer  yibon^twlll  be 
possible  to  cause  Great  Britain  to  surrender  by. the 
but  the  blockade  of  Great  Britain  nine  m«*lng  it 
for  transport  ships  to  arrive  and  this  .objective  l«. likely 
to  be  accorapliohod  in  a  twofold  way  by  another  raeans.by 
preventing  by  men*s  of  severer  air-ralda  on  ^ 
especially  the  raids  on  its  harbors  the  naload.lnft  of . ®h*p 
which  have  arrived  phasing  .through  the  block-ae. 

British  bottoms  will  becomo  unable  to  supply  the  British 

requirements  dpring  thiB  yoex*  •  ...  ,/•  v.  ,  :#Mr. 

I<"  may  be  said  that  the  >.'ar  a^inst  the  British  mainland, 
in  my  opinion,  couolr-  with  attaoks  upon  tho  other  P1'”? 
f  theBrltlsh  Eo.lr».  .111  t«k.  offset.  it  ‘ 

on  the.  Mediterranean  Sop  are  successful,  not  only  the.  off 
of  tho  blockade  of  Greet  Britain  proper  will  be  enhanced  1 
also  similar  damage  will  be  Inflicted  on  other  P^o* 

British  Emoiro,  for  instance,  her  bases  in  the  Far 

the  w«r  with  Groat  Britoip,  as  a  whole,  will  be  more  successful. 


Minister,: 


Your  Excellency,  the  Ambassador's  opinion 
of  tho  European  War  is  vory  interesting.  I  receive  rppor 
of  the  War  situation  from  the  military  authorities  wttt  I 
should  like  you  to  inform  me  about  the  future  progress  o 
the  war  situation. 

OTT  promised  to  do  so' and  at  the  same  time.  stated  th-t  in  sorao 
quarters  it  was  rumored  th' t  the  British  Army  would  land  on 
the  Goncinont  of  Europe,  but  th-t  this  was  ridiculous. 


Quite  true. 


Thus  this  interview  came  to  a  close. 
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MINISTER!  } . v 

•  ••  #  •  ♦ 

..  .  ..As  to  this  matter  in  question,  later  investigations  have  made 
}  it  diear.  that  no  measures  whatever  towards  the  U.S.A.  were  taken 
by  the  foroer  Foreign  Minister.  Although  the  reason  thereof  is  not 
known  to  me,  I  fully  understand,  through  your  conversation  of  the 
other  day,  that  the  Germans  desire  to  have  a  warning  sent  to  the 
U.S.A,  This  matter  is  a  question  which  should  also  be  carefully 
considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  general  relations  between 
Japan  and  America.  If  Japan  adopts  a  firm  attitude,  we  can  think 
of  cases  when  the  results  would  be  more  powerful  than  making  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  U.S.A,  in  the  form  you  desired,  and  under  the  present 
situation,  it  is  doubtful  as  to  what  effect  a  simple  proposal  to  the 
U.S.A.  might  have  on  the  American  Government.  I  am  very  doubtful 
as  to  making  a  proposal  on  this  matter  at  once.  Because  of  the 
hurried  departure  of  Ambassador  KURUSU,  I  only  talked  with  him  for 
about  two  hours  on  the  merest  outline  of  things  .and  did  not  have 
time  to  discuss  details,  so  I  didn't  ret  as  far  as  discussing  with 
the  Ambassador  this  proposal.  As  to  this  matter,  I  think  I  will 
have  seme  other  opportunity  in  the  future  to  talk  it  over  with  you 
in  detail. 


OTTi 


You  said  just  now  that  Japan's  resolute  attitude  would  have  a 
groat  effect  on  the  U.S.A.,  but. is  Ambassador  KURUSU' s  mission  also 
of  a  firm  nature? 


MINISTER! 

•Not  only  the  mission  of  Ambassador  KURUSU,  but  the  attitude  of 
our  Imperial  Government  is  also  resolute.  Our  concessions  hove  a 
limit  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  allow  them  to  pass 
this  limit.  However,  I  cannot  discuss  with  you  the  details  of  this 
limit. 


OTT! 


I  thank  you  for  the  conversation  today.  I  hope  in  the  future 
there  will  be  points  which  I  con  further  report  to  my  Government. 


MINISTER! 

.  I  also  hope  we  can  have  an  opportunity  to  talk  in  the  future 
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TOGO  and  German  Ambassador  OT^ 

November  6th.  From  6.50  P.M.  to  6.20  P.M, 
at  the  Foreign  Ministry. 


Ambassador  OTTt 

I  have  cone  here  today  to  hear  about  the  negotiations  between 
Japan  and  the  U.S.A.  and  the  dispatch  of  Ambassador  KURUSU , 


Minister  TOGOi 

"  ! 

In  view  of  the  present  situation,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to 
continue  the  Japanese -American  negotiations,  and  in  this  spirit  in 
general,  the  deoision  of  the  government , was  .made.  However,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  negotiations,  there  are  some  points  to  be  studied 
in  the  development  up  to  now.  And  as  to  the  details,  there  are 
still  some  points  not  yet  decided.  The  Japanese  and  the  American 
assertions  differ,  and  as  for  me,  I’m  not  optimistic  about  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations.  I  at  first  thought  of  telling  you 
this  matter  after  a  little  more  lapse  of  time.  But  if  allowed  to 
just  tell  you  of  my  feelings  now,  I  think  that,  as  regards  the’ 
future  of  the  present  negotiations,  it  might  beoome  necessary  for 
the  Empire  to  further  close  relations  with  Germany  and  Italy. 


OTTi 

Has  the  Imperial  Government's  proposal  to  warn  the  U.S.A. 
about  whioh  I  requested  you  the  other  day  been  included  in  your 
recent  instructions  to  Ambassador  KURU3U? 

The  above  warning  to  the  U.S.A.  will  directly  interfere 
with  the  Japanese-Amerioan  negotiations,  but  is  of  3uch  a  nature 
as  to  oheck  U.S.  President  Roosevelt’s  dangerous  moves. 
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Summary  Report  of  Conversation 
between 

Minister  TOGO  and  German  Ambassador  OTT 

at  the  Minister's  Official  residence, 

Nov.  3Cth,  From  11:00  a.m.  to  12:00  r.m. 

Japanese -American  Negotiations 

OTT:  I  should  like  to  hear  about  the  progers  of  the  subsequent 

Japr ncse- American  negotiations.  The  newspapers  arc  actively  re¬ 
porting  America's  handing  a.  diplomatic  not'"  ^  o 

ferrnces  with  England,  China  the  Netherlands  and  {-^tralla,  h?d 
others,  ^hc  other  dav,  you  hinted  that  in  the  future  it  might 
perhaps  become  nccess-ryto  further  solidify  the  German- Japanese 
relations.  I  v/ish  to  report  concerning  toe  above  to  my  home 
government,  so  that  in  case  such  necessity  should  arise,  wc  may 
be  able  to  avoid  i+  being  thought  that  r  sort  °f- C0J* 
is  created  in  the  German-Japanese  relations  by  the  f  ct.  that 
Germany  was  not  formally  notified  by  Japan. 

MINIVER:  As  to  the  Japanese -American  negotiations,  I  have 
already  talked  it,  over  about  3  times  with  you,  «nd  progress 
of  +hc  negotiations  in  general  is  approaching  nearer  to  ex¬ 
pectations,  that  is  .lust  as  you  quoted  now  from  what.  I  told  you 
at  my  first  conversation  with  you  that  there  exists  a  vide 
difference  hot ween  the  assertions  of  Japan  and  the  U.S.A.,  -a- 

mitting  of  little  hope  for  a  successful  conclusion,  and  th..t 

consequently  it  would  become  necessary  to  further  solidify  the 
cooperative  relations  between  Japan  and  Germany.  Jhc  varanr.se 
Empire  has  maintained  her  firm  attitude  in  regard  to  the 
Japanose-American  negotiations  which  resulted  in  .JJ;JnJesJleh 
admonition  to  the  U.S.A.  on  the  U.S.  oppression  of  Germany  which 
is  .lust  as  I  told  you  at  the  previous  meeting. 

All  through  the  Japane se-Amrricen  negotiations  we 
have  maintained  the  aforementioned  attitude.  However,  on  the 
26th,  the  U.S./.  presented  a  new  proposal.  In  this  proposal , 
the  difference  of  opinions  between  Japan  and  the  l  .S.r.  is  gr.  t,, 
among  which  the  China  problem  is  one  example.  But  the  greatest 
difficulty  is  that,  the  U.S.A.  have  presented  a  plan  to  eviscerate 
the  problem  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  '"Mch  had  been  a  pending 
quostJonu?  to  the  present.  They  olso  proposed  thot  f  r-n  con- 
elude  a  non-agression  pact  with  Britain,  U.S.A.,  t.o.>-..R,  nd 
others,  and  a  plan  to  make  the-  fulfillment  of  tba  ^iprrtitofT,rj 
Fact  impossible.  Thus,  ^he  American  aroposal  regarding  the  . ri- 
PartitePFact  is  the  most  difficult  problem  in  +bo  conclvs ion  of 
the  Japaneso-Americ°n  negotiations  aS  Japcn  had,  her*- 
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b\  THE  TALK  BET’,fEEN  FOREIGN  MINISTER  TOGO 

,  *  •  AND  GERMAN  AMBASSADOR  OTT 

From  11*30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  o"  October  27  at  the  Foreign 

Ministry. 

1  •  Re  prolon gatlon  of  the  _term_ _of_  the  Anti -Corn Intern  Pact . 

Ambassador  O^T  (This  shall  be  hereinafter  abridged  as  "0"): 

I  have  come  here  today  under  instruction  from  my  home 
government  to  ask  the  view  of  the  Japanese  Government  on  the 
prolongation  of  the  terra  of  the  Ar-ti-Comintem  Pact  that 
should  lapse  on  November  2^„  T^e  other  day  I  told  Chief  of 
Eureau  SAKAM0m0  that  the  German  Government  warts  a  joint  ero- 
tocol  to  be  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  original  signatory 
powers  and  later  signatory  nowers  a^d,  in  case  the  Japanese 
Government  agrees  with  this,  wants  a  joint  proposal  of  Jaoan, 
Germany  and  It.alv  to  be  made  towards  Marchukuo,  Spain  and 
Hungary. 

Minister  TOGO  (This  shall  be  abridged  as  "Minister"  in  the 
follow  in  gT* 

I  heard  the  renort  of  the  Chief  of  Eureau  on  your  suggestion 
relating  to  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  Anti-Comintern 
Pact.  I  have  been  taking  oart  in  connection  with  this  Pact 
since  its  concision,  and  personallv  have  a  serious  concern 
with  it.  As  it  is  one  of  the  fundamental  national  policies 
of  Janan  to  prevent  propagation  of  Co^murism,  I  myself  do  not 
wish  the  pact  to  terminate  now  but  desire  to  nrolone  it. 

And,  as  to  the  abolition  of  the  secret  agreement,  I  f»Mw*n  ' 

.  However,  as  a  resolution  of  the  Cabinet  Con¬ 
ference  .is  required  before  we  decide  on  this  matter,  the  view 
of  our  government  shall  be  communicated  to  vou  after  a  decision 
at  a  cabinet  conference.  The  government  also  has  to  refer  it 
to  the  Privy  Council  for  deliberation  as  an  internal  procedure, 
and  for  this  purpose,  some  document  drawn  up  jointly  by  Japan, 
Germany  and  I*aly  is  -eeded.  I  shall  be  obliged  if  the  German 
Government  will  submit  a  draft  for  it. 

"0":  As  we  have  little  time  before  the  ?7th  of  next  month.  I 
would  like  to  know  the  decision  of  the  Japanese  government  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  will  immediately  report  your  talk  to  my 
home  government. 

2 .  Problems  affecting  the  Uni ted__c_ta_tes.: 

"0":  Several  reports  from  the  United  States  dealt  with  speeche 
made  by  KNOX  and  other  politicians,  whjch  showed  a  stiffening 
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u  w  t  *  v  - - 

attitude  of  that  country.  It  is  also  said  that the 

has  revised  the  neutrality  act.  In  vi^:v  of  3V°h 

the  home  .overrent  irst ^“iri^'o/the 

J.naneseC‘Gove!ri"p^t  t.o  the  rni*"d  States  which  has  fc-en  oro- 

s  mi 

warning  to  the  United  >>tates  in  t^ec^rs^  the  Japanese 

S'.- 

seeded  to  have  reached  the  climax,  I  ®sKe  P4sident 

SS.Si5t~tSr«U  ££  ‘re the  -itea  State,  towards 

sssy-pK  T£h &Ss^S^^ 

government  agr eed  Jhat  tli «  %!£»  the  warning  towards  the 

Unlted^tates  waa  a^aUy  se^t.  -his  is  why  I  wish  to  hear 
from  vou  about  the  matter. 

Ja  pane  se-A’-eriean^'relatlnn^which^P  Iveses  r'lrSSSiSi 

relations  have  become  more  acute. 

••Minister":  First,  I  have  never  heard  of  the  warring  of  the 

Japanese"” Government  towards  the  ,,"J;’;e2h?’’'maUer 
like  to  answer  it  after  looking  into  the  matter. 

.  it  is  needless  to  say  that  Jaaareso-American  r^lations^ 

ln^the^ecent^ananese-American^neno^ia  tlons^reqrires^adeqbate 

investigation.  P1®n5e  'F  ®F®,  rotting  abort  Jananese-Amerlcan 

rela tlons^esoecial ly^abontS the  Jap^nese-Arer lean  negotiations 

before  I  finish  the  stndy. 

The  warning  towards-  the  Vni  tec 1  States  J^referre^to^ 

SiSs;ViSse°Jt”  the 

matter  a  little  later. 

1  know  the  gist  of  »»st  American  broripent^personsjtaud 

in  their  speeches,  etc.,  aj2ii aware that  German-American 
the  neutrality  act.  1  I®1!  ®se  \  this  connection,  I 

relations  grew  more  and  more  tense,  in  v. 
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want  to  know  what  attitude  Germany  will  take  towards  such 
a  situation,  and  I  shall  be  haopy  if  I  could  hear  from 
your  home  government  anything  about  this.  Besides',  if  you 
have  any  opinion  of  your  own  about  this  matter,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  know  it  for  my  reference. 

"0":  The  attitude  of  Germany  towards  the  United  States  was 
shown  in  the  instruction  sent  by  my  home  government  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  warning  towards  the  United  States.  Accord- 
.  ing  to-  that,  Germany  beiieves  that  President  Roosevelt  feels 
it  necessary  to  draw  American  public  opinion  towards  partici¬ 
pation  in  war  with  all  his  might  and  for  this  purpose  avail¬ 
ing  himself  of  those  incidents  of  attacks  made  on  Am~rican 
ships  or  those  hoisting .the  American  flag,  he  is  trying  to 
make  the  American  Deonle  feel  that  the  dangers  on  the  sea 
have  raDidly  increased.  In  order  to  prevent,  by  the  Joint 
efforts  of  Janan  and  Germany,  this  American  attitude  from 
intensifying,  Germany  proposes  Japan's  warning  towards  the 
United  States,  Of  course,  the  German  Navy  would  -suppress 
an  American  attack  by  force,  but  the  German  Government  is 
determined  not  to  be  tricked  into  playing  into  President 
Roosevelt's  hands.  Of  late  the  attitude  of  the  United  States 
has  shown  itself  to  be  bellicose  by  hostile  acts  such  as 
revision- of  the  Neutrality  Act,  arming  of  merchant  ships, 
etc.  I  think  Germany  has  the  right  to  declare  that  President 
Roosevelt  and  his  government  are  natvrally  aggressive,  • 

"Minister":  I  entirely  agree  with  you  that  the  attitude  of 
the  United  States  is  not  only  extremely  questionable  from  a 
•  legal  viewpoint  but  also  is  actual  fact  German-Amorican  re¬ 
lations  have  become  acute  aed  various  crises  have  greatly 
increased. 

•  *  . 

I  think  that  Germany  was  very  wise  in  taking  an  attitude 
till  the  end  of  -  SepteAbefr  of  never  being  taken  in  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt's  aggressive  provocation.  I  want  to  know  if 
you  hold  the  same  attitude  still? 

"0":  From,  the  facts  Fuhrer  Hitler  has  been  so  tolerant  with 
American  actions  and  that  in  his  speech  at  the  beginning  of 
October  he  did  not  refer  to  the  United  States,  I  persona1  ly 
Jud*e  that  from  the  German  point  of  view  Fuhrer  Hitler  had  to 
do  his  best  to  the  utmost  limit  to  avert  actual  conflict  with 
America.  However,  it  is  hard  to  say  if  Fuhrer  Hitler  can 
maintain  this  patient  attitude  or  not  when  American  transport 
ships  penetrate  into  war  areas.  I  believe  that  Germany  will 
think  that  whoever  comes  into  war  areas  should  take  his  own 
responsibility  for  the  result.  However,  whether  Germany  for 
the  second  time  actually  fights  with  the  United  ctatos  or  not, 
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a  Japanese  warning  toward  the  United  States  nUght  prevent 
the  United  States  from  taking  more.  hostile  action  aga^ 

llhlKhot^he  ?earasris  operations 

KS^ri^s  and  She  5SSan2se  attitude  should  influence 
thet  of  President  Roosevelt. 


"Mini ster" i  Your  personal  opinion  about  Germany  s 
t&ieVnnedP<tates  furnished  much  for 

^cSSMiar^SUSI  Sa^sgrS|tt|csj4anest 

venting  ^eSdent^ooseJeU'  ?r£m  achieving  big  movements  as 

SSr  ^  £^233*. 

SSSESrJri 

too. 


^  a  great8 off ect^upon^th^United^ItatnsS  SrtSV  mfsX 
Of  Ambassador  KURUSU  also  resolute? 


"Minister":  Not  only  the  mission  of  Ambassador  ^Th^ro 

also^thf^ attitude  of  tho  J. pano-c  Sovornmeni t  is  firm.  There 

is  a  limit  to  the  concessions  to  he  made  hyou  g  lirlt. 

-  -  as  Minister,  can  not  assort  to  exceeding  t 


and  I. 


But  I 


as  Minister,  can  not  aas»«i-v  -------  - 

cannot  tell  you  of  the  details  of  this  limit. 


"0"t  I  thank  you  for  your  present  remarks.  I  ho.ie  I  can 
have  more  to  report  to  my  government  later. 

"Minister":  I  also  wish  to  have  another  chance  to  talk  with 
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